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                We Are  
Manzano High School

● Manzano High School is a public high school located in northeast Albuquerque, New Mexico. It is part of the Albuquerque Public 
Schools system.  It serves both the East Mountains rural areas and the lower economic populations of the NE heights in the city 
of Albuquerque.

● According to NICHE Manzano was classified as the most diverse comprehensive High School in APS and ranked #8 out of 234 High 
Schools in New Mexico in 2022. 



               Manzano’s 
Vertical Articulation PoP

Problem of Practice:  How can Manzano and its feeder middle schools work together to  
better support incoming 9th grade students in the area of Algebra by meeting them where 
they are at to take them where they need to be through starting early and starting strong?



   Manzano’s Vertical Articulation Journey                                                        
                           The Background
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● SY 2021/2022: EWS/Student Success Systems Focus 
○ Worked with TDS to develop a comprehensive Student Success System.
○ End of Year Reflection indicated that Manzano needed to begin talking with it’s feeder middle schools 

■ How do we start?
■ What should we focus on?

● Incoming 9th Grade Algebra 1 Students
○ 29.1% Failed 1st Semester Algebra 1 
○ Only 12% of Math Students are Achieving Proficiency

● SY 2022/2023:  Vertical Articulation a dream come true
○ November:  Awarded a $5000 Grant from Pathways to Adult Success to focus on Vertical Articulation with our Middle School feeders
○ December:  Manzano’s Math leaders started Meeting with the Principal and EWS Resource Teacher to discuss Scope of WorK

■ Invited district Math Curriculum and Instruction Support
○ January-May:  Monthly meetings with three Middle School Feeders 

■ Different Schools Each Month (Tour of Math Classes)
■ April:  Started Book Study- Productive Math Struggle 

○ Summer Marathon Meetings

https://www.amazon.com/Productive-Math-Struggle-Corwin-Mathematics/dp/1544369468


   Manzano’s Vertical Articulation Journey                                                        
                  Great Minds Think Alike
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● Sharing Manzano’s need and Vision
○ Contacted Feeder School Department Chairs

■ Set a date for first meeting with promised stipend and food
■ Shared MHS Vertical Articulation Scope of Work
■ Magic Happened:  MS and Hs Teachers came together with a shared mindset

● Worked Collaboratively to create vertical articulation topics of discussion and focus 
■ Collaboratively creating Monthly Agendas and next steps 

● Example Monthly Agenda (February Agenda)
■ Book Study to begin in end of May:   Productive Math Struggle 
■ Coming together and openingly sharing school identified standards
■ Collaboratively working together to create BOY Placement Tests and EOY Placement Tests

● Better meet students where they are at

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rrCW2t3A0QNoyeAMv3CJvfWVzy6ZSRjm/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114525925199128989078&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13a13-SfE2nJCMQLmy8DrILF5Capc6hNB/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18tvgoUVzUjrlVUseQMLmwr1QvJWH6ef5ZEqUWq_-ZOM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Productive-Math-Struggle-Corwin-Mathematics/dp/1544369468
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                 Continuing the Work
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● Continuing the Work
○ Conversations with the District to Support Vertical Articulation PD Days
○ Working to obtain more funding through grants
○ Continued Review, Reflection, Rethinking and Revising the MHS MS/HS Vertical Articulation Format

■ Vertical Articulation Design Challenge Review

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h8VPnCPeq9B86ATiPyUcPLQ_fIXqlnyW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114525925199128989078&rtpof=true&sd=true
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       Manzano High School Contact Information
Rachel Vigil  (MHS Principal)                                                                                                                         Anthony Strickland(MHS Math Dept Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     
vigil_rl@aps.edu                                                                                                                                                                            anthony.strickland@aps.edu                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Jeanie Stark (MHS Early Warning Systems Resource Teacher/Coordinator)                                                                                                                                                                                   
elgenia.stark@aps.edu                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Office:  505-559-2200   ext. 23225         Cell:  505-702-5071   

 Manzano’s Vertical Articulation Journey                                                        
            Final Thoughts & Contact Info
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