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data sharing agreementmanual data uploads

1. Student attendance, behavior, grades, 
and assessment data 

2. Also requires school calendar and 
enrollment info

automated data transfer
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About the National Student 
Clearinghouse

With support from registrars, financial aid groups, and others, the 
National Student Clearinghouse was established in 1993 as a 
501c(6) non-profit organization with the purpose of developing 
processes and procedures to assist colleges and universities, 
the student loan industry, and students better manage student 

loan information. 



The Clearinghouse Mission

The mission of the National 
Student Clearinghouse is to 

serve the education and 
workforce communities 

and all learners with access 
to trusted data, related 
services, and insights.



pieces of enrollment information 
received by the Clearinghouse 
every month

25 MILLION
data transactions managed by 
the Clearinghouse every year

1.3 BILLION

Over 12,000 Secondary school partners, 
representing 55% of US 12th graders
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OUR REACH

98% Title IV degree-granting 
institutions representing 98% of 
U.S. postsecondary education 
enrollments participate in the 
Clearinghouse

85% Working with every state’s 
K-12 or postsecondary 
education department in a 
research capacity

participating colleges 
and universities (Title IV degree 
granting schools)

3,600+

Enrollment Records are updated AT LEAST 4X per term or semester



FERPA – FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT

◦ Why is it important?

▫ Privacy

▫ Legal ramifications

 Failure to comply with FERPA may cause an educational 
institution to forfeit its federal funding. 
Additionally, some states allow for monetary damages for 
the disclosure of private information.



SALIENT CONCERNS

Tracking 
students Marketing 



APPLICABLE EXCEPTIONS TO FERPA

◦ The disclosure is to other school officials, including 
teachers, within the agency or institution whom the 
agency or institution has determined to have 
legitimate educational interests.

◦ 2008 revisions state that a contractor, consultant, 
volunteer, or other party to whom an agency or 
institution has outsourced institutional services or 
functions may be considered a school official 

◦ 2011 revisions further clarify that schools may 
disclose information to third parties to audit or 
evaluate their programs



SCHOOL OFFICIALS’ EXCEPTION

FERPA allows "school officials” within a school to obtain access to PII, 
provided the school has determined that they have "legitimate 
educational interest" in the information. 

Although the term "school official" is not defined, the Dept. of Ed 
generally interprets to include parties such as: 
◦ Professors, instructors administrators
◦ Health staff, counselors, clerical staff 
◦ Attorneys, trustees, members of committees and disciplinary 

boards
◦ A contractor, volunteer or other party to whom the school has 

outsourced institutional services or functions



CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS, VOLUNTEERS

2008 revisions state that a contractor, consultant, volunteer, or other 
party to whom an agency or institution has outsourced institutional 
services or functions may be considered a school official under this 
paragraph provided that the outside party –

1.Performs an institutional service or function for which the 
agency or institution would otherwise use employees; 

2. Is under the direct control of the agency or institution with 
respect to the use and maintenance of education records; and 

3. Is subject to the requirements of § 99.33(a) governing the use 
and redisclosure of personally identifiable information from 
education records. 

This exception can be used for partnerships 
between the district and outside organizations



CROSS-INSTITUTION EXCEPTION

FERPA allows a school to disclose PII from an eligible student's 
education records to another school in which the student seeks or 
intends to enroll. 
◦ The sending school may disclose if it has included in its annual 

notification of rights a statement that it forwards education 
records in such circumstances.
▫ Otherwise, the sending school must make a reasonable 

attempt to notify the student in advance of making the 
disclosure, unless the student has initiated the disclosure.

◦ The school must also provide an eligible student with a copy of 
the records that were released if requested by the student.

This exception can be used for partnerships between the 
district and other educational institutions the student attends



DATA SHARING 
AGREEMENTS

Key Aspects
▫ Purpose of agreement
▫ Proposed analysis/use 
▫ Description of requested 

data
▫ Statements of data security 

and confidentiality 
▫ Data transfer and storage
▫ Period of agreement 
▫ Termination

Additional 
Considerations
▫ Obligations of the school 

district and the requesting 
organizations



Getting on the same page



Example of end product to create the theory of action


	Data Sharing for Collaborations
	City Year� �sharing data
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	About the National Student Clearinghouse
	The Clearinghouse Mission
	OUR REACH
	FERPA – Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
	Salient Concerns
	Applicable Exceptions to FERPA
	School Officials’ Exception
	Contractors, Consultants, Volunteers
	Cross-Institution Exception
	Data Sharing Agreements
	Getting on the same page
	Example of end product to create the theory of action

