
 

 

 

How to Find Out What the Current Postsecondary Outcomes Are 
 

Definition 
• What: All states and districts track high school graduation rates, and many also track how 

many students enroll in college, enter the military, or enter the workforce. However, far 

fewer follow student outcomes to determine how many students persist in college to 

attain bachelors or associate degrees, or complete other viable career training such as 

apprenticeships. Data systems and mechanisms to monitor these outcomes systematically 

are mostly limited to college enrollment and, in some cases, first-year outcomes.  

• Why: Without reliable information on the current situation, it is impossible to identify 

areas needing attention or improvement. For example, if a high percentage of students 

enrolling in two-year or four-year colleges drop out without attaining a credential, there is 

reason for concern. Also, if current enrollment and workforce data are not disaggregated 

by demographic groupings, seemingly positive outcomes can mask serious inequities.  

• How: 

• As this is an emerging need, large districts or state educational agencies will 

probably need to take the lead in developing and providing tools for data collection 

and assessment. 

• Develop partnerships and data-sharing agreements with higher education and 

workforce-focused agencies. 

• Use the Fifty-state comparison website, listed below, to find out what is being 

done around the country and how your state or district can learn from the 

experience of others. 

• The National Student Clearinghouse (https://studentclearinghouse.org/) provides 

data on student enrollment and persistence in most two-year and four-year 

colleges for an annual fee. 

 

Training Materials: 
• Fifty-state comparison: High school feedback reports Education Commission of the States 

State-by-state information on which states track postsecondary outcomes (mainly college 

attendance and first-year persistence) and which outcomes and data they monitor, with 

links to all publicly available state reporting sites. A good place to start to find out what 

your state is currently doing. https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-high-school-

feedback-reports/  

 

Exemplars in Practice: 
• The Governor’s Office of Student Achievement, “High School Graduate Outcomes.”  

Data available by school or county on post-graduation employment as well as private and 

public college enrollment (in-state and out-of-state), with 2-year progression analysis. 

https://hsgrad.gosa.ga.gov/  
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• Kentucky Stats  

State-wide repository (sortable by county and individual school) showing detailed data on 

postsecondary enrollment and 1st year credits earned. Also gives employment data (state 

and county levels) but this does not appear to be linked to specific schools. 

http://kystats.ky.gov/Reports/Reports The “High school feedback on college-going and 

success” reports offer demographically disaggregated data for each school 

http://kystats.ky.gov/Reports/ShowReports?ReportId=HSFR_2016&publishDate=20180801  

• "The Educational Attainment of Chicago Public Schools: Patterns of Two-Year and Four-

Year College Enrollment Among Chicago Public Schools Graduates Students: 2016,” 

UChicago Consortium on School Research, October 2017 

http://consortium.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/publications/Educational%20Attainmen

t%20of%20Chicago-Oct%202017-Consortium.pdf 
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